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From the Vice President 
 
The Christmas party was very successful with over 
100 attending – apart from being the best dressed – 
Frank did a great job of M.C. – with Val Cran a 
great Santa’s helper. 
 
The inter-club teams was played on Sunday 11th, 
Frances, Neil, George and Andrew won all their 
matches – congratulations.  The rest of us didn’t 
fare too well. 
 
Our AGM is fast approaching.  We will be needing 
new committee members, treasurer, and president 
for 2006.  YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! 
 
Thanks to all our helpers in 2005.  Too many to 
mention. 
 
Happy New Year. 

Val Acklin 
 

Liz and Barry at Christmas Party 

 
 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Support your Club.   
Nominate for a position. Have a 
say in the running of the Club. 

 

Tuesday 28 February 2006 
Commencing at 9:00am 

 

 

Arana 20 Years’ Celebration 
Saturday 25 th March 

 
1:00pm Start 

Play bridge and socialise afterwards  
 

♣♦ Important Phone Numbers ♥♠ 

Clubhouse Phone Number: (07) 3851- 0299 

Email address: aranabridge@netspace.net.au 

Vice-President: Val Acklin 3851-3059 

Secretary: Tony Agar  3851-1362 

Treasurer: Gay Hull  3300-2050 

Partner Contact: Carol Wilson 3353-2297 
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From the Committee 
 
System Cards 
It is mandatory for each pair to have a neatly 
completed current ABF system card on the 
table before play begins. 
 
Session Director in Charge 
Members are reminded that the Session 
Director is in charge of play at all times. 
Disagreeing with the Director is inappropriate 
behaviour and will not be tolerated in the Club. 
An appeal process is available if required and 
this would take place at the end of the session. 
Law 92A & B. 
 
Reserving Tables  
The Club does not allow the reserving of 
tables. Any member who has a particular 
preference for an EW or NS sitting should 
arrive in a timeframe to secure that position. 
 
 
 

 
Cricket Club 
 
The Cricket Club has invited Arana to join 
them for their Trivia Night on Saturday 4th 
March. Anyone who is interested in making up 
a table should put their names on the notice on 
the Board. Much fun was had by those who 
attended last year, so why not be in it! 
 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 
The form of bridge played today is called 
‘contract’ bridge and was invented in 1925. It 
is the most popular card game in the world 
with over 100 countries as members of the 
World Bridge Federation. The estimated 
number of bridge players exceeds 60 million. 
 

 
 
 

Arana Club Events – Winners 2005 ☺☺ 

EVENT GROSS WINNERS HANDICAP WINNERS 

Tuesday Teams Tony Agar/ Vonnie Wallace 
Yvonne Auer/ Julie Cutmore/  
Jan McRobbie 

Gary Mitchell/ Judy Mitchell 
Geoff Gulley/ Anne Gulley 

Wednesday Teams Geoff Gulley/ Ibrahim Diallo 
Anne Gulley/ Natalie Bloch 

Betty Wilson/ Val Acklin 
Liz Marshall/ Barry Mitchell 

Friday Pairs Robert & Rosemary Matthew John & Pat Andrew 

Monday Pairs Jenny Lewis & Ailsa Smith David Lehmann & Ray Cowie 

Tuesday Pairs Val Acklin & Joyce Rosser Joan Mills & Barb Holmes 

Wednesday Pairs Joyce Rosser & Gary Lynch Gordon & Ian Broadley 

Club Championships   

Teams – Open Don Cutmore/ Kath Rooney 
Irena Hall/ Joan Mills 

 

Pairs - Open Pam Horton & Jenny Lewis Vonnie Wallace/ Jan McRobbie 

GNOT –  Club 
Representative Teams 

Team 1: 
Margaret Welldon/ Helen McLauchlan 
Kent Taylor/ Richard McLauchlan 
Team 2: 
Pam Horton/ Jenny Lewis 
Joyce Rosser/ Gary Lynch 

 
Team 3: 
Carol Wilson/ Judy Perkins 
Rab Wright/ Ray Cowie 
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A Profile – Pam Horton 
Pamela Mary Horton nee Berghoffer was born in 
Herberton NQ. Pam’s mother was a school teacher 
and her father a police officer. Pam has an older 
sister, Judy. Early schooling years were spent in 
Bundaberg, South Johnston, Innisfail and 
Townsville with Pam’s high school education 
being completed at Townsville State High. After 
graduating, Pam moved to the CWA Hostel in 
Brisbane, to attend the Home Economics College, 
then situated on Gregory Terrace, where she and 
Judy roomed together until Pam’s father was 
transferred to the Traffic Division as Sub-
Inspector. 

 

Pam’s first school posting as a Home Economics 
teacher was Newmarket High. Then, to fulfil her 
country service she was posted to Home Hill and it 
was here that she learned to cook on a wood stove 
and sew on an old treadle machine. Boys as well as 
girls attended her classes and the night classes 
included housewives and big burley farmers. Here 
Pam REALLY  learned to TEACH . Marani, 
outside Mackay was Pam’s next “port of call”. All 
the staff at the high school lived at the local pub 
and this was where Pam REALLY  learned to 
LIVE !  

On a cruise to NZ with her sister, Pam met her 
match – Rodney “Trent” Horton, an Engineering 
Patternmaker (third generation) from Brisbane. 
They spent many a wonderful evening at the 
Cloudland Ballroom. After their marriage Pam was 
offered a job as a Millinery Lecturer at the Home 
Economics College and this was a position she 
greatly enjoyed teaching dedicated students on 
their way to becoming teachers themselves.  

This career did not last long due to the arrival of 
daughter No 1, Jody, and Pam became a full-time 
Mum. Daughter No 2, Marnie arrived followed by 
son Grant and there began 19 years of non-stop 
tuckshop and library duty, co-ordinating the 
Learning Assistant Programme at the Samford 
School, CWA catering for cattle sales, Saturday 
night dances, billy tea and damper stalls, hot dog, 

cake and sweets stalls for the local Cub group and 
“chief cook and bottle washer” at Cub and Church 
camps.  

Recovering from a horror illness, a friend, Jenny 
Lewis (from CWA days and yes our Jenny) visited 
and suggested she come and learn to play bridge. It 
took Jenny several visits before Pam agreed and 
this opened up a whole new world for Pam. Pam 
became very good friends with Judy Valentine 
(our Club Patron and founder) and Judy taught 
Pam and Jenny how to play bridge and how to 
direct, score and run movements, which in those 
days were always done by hand. Those early days 
remain very special to Pam. In 1990 Judy asked 
Jenny and Pam to play in the Gold Coast Teams 
event with her and Jessica Mortess. Pam says they 
were barely out of classes and absolutely terrified 
but they survived and have attended the Gold 
Coast Congress every year since (except for one 
year due to illness).  

Pam has been involved with Arana from “Day 1”. 
She has held the positions of secretary, treasurer, 
scorer and congress convenor. Pam was thrilled 
when she was asked to furnish the new clubrooms 
and feels very proud each time she enters the 
building. Pam admits that the method of “doing” 
things has changed greatly but the game itself still 
challenges her. Pam was made an Honorary Life 
Member in 2003 and she is very proud of this 
honour. 

Pam’s granddaughter, Alexandra (now 10) has 
brought much love and joy and she is a great part 
of Pam’s life as they spend many happy hours 
together each week. 

A jack-of-all-trades, Pam’s hobbies include 
sewing, patchwork, appliqué, quilting, wood 
carving, mosaics, beading and tapestry. Pam and 
her husband Trent have travelled to Hawaii, 
Alaska, Canada, New Zealand, around Australia 
and very extensively up and down the Queensland 
coast and Pacific Islands. 

Pam has made many wonderful friends during her 
school years, travels, career transfers and the 
bridge club, but if there was one thing she would 
change in her life, it would be to have joined a 
bridge club at an earlier age. 

Arana is very proud of Pam’s achievements 
and the bestowing of a Life Membership is just 
a small thank you for the time and effort, 
respect, encouragement and friendship Pam 
has shown to the club and its members. 

 Barbara Holmes - Editor 
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The Rule of 20 and the Rule of 15 
 
A. The Rule of 20 
 

Assume you are playing Standard American, 5-
card major, better minor.  You have picked up and 
sorted your cards on a deal and are considering 
whether you should open the bidding.  If you have 
13 points there is no doubt.  You will bid 1C, 1D, 
1H or 1S. 
 

How do you count your points?  The modern 
practice is to count high card points (HCP) and 
add points for length for each suit longer than four, 
ie one point for a 5-card suit;  two points for a 6-
card suit, etc. 
 

Sometimes you are dealt hands which fall a little 
short of the 13 mark.  Some of these are worth 
opening but some are not.  How do you decide 
when to bid and when to pass if you have the 
opportunity of opening in first or second seat? 
 

Use of the Rule of 20 is recommended to solve 
this problem.  The method has been proposed by 
Marty Bergen, a top line American player. 
 

In first or second seat, add the length of your 
two longer suits to your HCP.  When the total is 
20 or more, open the bidding.  With fewer 
points, do not open the bidding. 
 

Examples 
(1) 
 

 
 

HCP 

 
 

+ 

Cards 
in 

longest 
suit 

 
 

+ 

Cards 
in 2nd 

longest 
suit 

  

♠AJ72        
♥KJ54 12 + 4 + 4 = 20 
♦K109        
♣32   Open 1D 
 
Note:  If the longest suits are 5-5 or 4-4 count 
both.  If there is a tie between the second longest 
suits, select one of them. 
 

(2) 
 

 
 

HCP 

 
 

+ 

Cards 
in 

longest 
suit 

 
 

+ 

Cards 
in 2nd 

longest 
suit 

  

♠3        
♥AKJ962 10 + 6 + 4 = 20 
♦ Q943        
♣87   Open 1H 
 

 
(3) ♠105 
 ♥Q6 
 ♦  4 
 ♣AKQ10632 

There is no problem here as 
HCP + length points = 14.  
You would open 1C.  You 
would not need to consider 
the Rule of 20. 

 
 
(4) 
 

 
 

HCP 

 
 

+ 

Cards 
in 

longest 
suit 

 
 

+ 

Cards 
in 2nd 

longest 
suit 

  

♠Q84        
♥KJ32 12 + 4 + 3 = 19 
♦ KQ9        
♣J96   Pass 
 
Note the weak features of this hand: 
• It is Ace less. 
• It has a flat 4-3-3-3 distribution. 
• It has an unguarded Q and J. 
• It has less than two clear defensive tricks. 
 
 
(5)  

 
HCP 

 
 
+ 

Cards 
in 

longest 
suit 

 
 

+ 

Cards 
in 2nd 

longest 
suit 

  

♠K10853        
♥1083 11 + 5 + 4 = 20 
♦ 2        
♣AKJ9   Open 1S 
 
 
(6) 
 

 
 

HCP 

 
 

+ 

Cards 
in 

longest 
suit 

 
 

+ 

Cards 
in 2nd 

longest 
suit 

  

♠95        
♥AQ1063 10 + 5 + 5 = 20 
♦A10972        
♣9   Open 1H 
 
Assume you passed and the auction proceeded: 
 

 
Opponent 

 
Partner 

 
Opponent 

You 
(Dealer) 

   Pass 
1S Pass 2S ?? 

 
What now??  Pass?  Bid?  Which suit?  Not a 
comfortable position. Clearly it is better to use the 
Rule of 20 and open 1H.  If you don’t you may 
have to guess later. 

Bridge Notes For The Advancing Player – Dr Ross Dic k 
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B. The Rule of 15 (When to open in fourth seat 
with a borderline hand) 

 
The Rule of 15 may be used as a guide as to 
whether or not the bidding should be opened in 
fourth seat with a marginal hand.   
 
The main dangers of opening with such a hand in 
fourth position are that the opponents may win the 
part-score auction and make their contract or push 
your side one level too high. 
 
If you have a borderline hand in fourth seat and the 
other three players have passed, it is likely that the 
HCP totals for each partnership are near equal. 
 
In this situation the number of spades you hold is 
crucially important.  The more the better.  If you 
and your partner have a fit in spades you will be 
able to safely outbid your opponents to the 2-level.  
If they wish to compete and win the action they 
will have to go to the 3-level.  With two passed 
hands, however they are likely to make a 9-trick 
contract. 
 
 

The Rule : 
 
In matchpoints play a borderline fourth 
hand should open if:  
 
HCP + No of spades = 15 or more 
 

 
Here are some examples: 
 
Assume you are in fourth seat.  The auction has 
proceeded – Pass : Pass : Pass and you hold: 
 
 
(1) ♠ AQ85  
 ♥ K5 11 HCP + 4 spades = 15 
 ♦ 987  
 ♣ Q1043 Open 1C 
 
 
(2) ♠ 64  
 ♥ 82 11 HCP + 2 spades = 13 
 ♦ AK63  
 ♣ KJ432 Pass 
 
 
If you open there is a strong likelihood that your 
opponents will successfully compete in a major 
suit. 
 

(3) ♠ AK1074  
 ♥ KJ7 11 HCP + 4 spades = 15 
 ♦ 432  
 ♣ 32 Open 1S 
 
 
(4) ♠ 9  
 ♥ 876 11 HCP + 1 spade = 12 
 ♦ AK63  
 ♣ KJ432 Pass 
 
 
(5) ♠ Q  
 ♥ K963 12 HCP + 1 spade = 13 
 ♦ A98  
 ♣ QJ876 Pass 
 
Note:  Remember not to use the Rule of 20 here.  
It only applies if you are in the first or second seat. 
 
(6) ♠ K8 This is not a marginal hand   
 ♥ KQ5 so the Rule of 15 is not  
 ♦ AJ1097 applicable. 
 ♣ 876 Open 1D 
 
 

 

“Better Bidding for Improving Players” 
by Dr Ross Dick 

 

You can arrange to purchase Ross’s book  

(Cost $20) by phoning him on 3378 4999.   

 
 

 
Queensland Wide Pairs - 2005 

Arana Club Members’ best performances: 
 

Open 

21st N/S 60.19% R McLauchlan & A Gulley 

22nd N/S 60.14% J Lewis & P Horton 

< 150 Masterpoints 

6th E/W 58.47% W Holmes & B Holmes 

27th E/W 49.20% P Smith & T Agar 

< 50 Masterpoints 

2nd N/S 60.26% I Broadley & G Broadley 

21st E/W 51.64% B Hopley & G Cran 
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Director’s Corner 
 
At the bridge table – you often hear an 
opponent say to a player – I have seen that card 
you selected from your hand, you now must 
play same.   
 

This is not correct.   
 

It is only if a defender’s card is held so that it 
is possible for his partner to see its face, must 
the card be played.  If the opposition can see 
the card, this is irrelevant.  Of course, cards 
should always be played without special 
emphasis as the this can give partner 
unauthorised information and partner must be 
careful not to choose an action that could 
demonstrably have been suggested over 
another by the extraneous information.  
 

The opponents should immediately announce 
that they reserve the right to summon the 
Director later.  If they feel that the partner did 
choose an action that could have been 
suggested by such information, then the 
opponents should now call the Director 
immediately.  
 

The Director can then assign an adjusted score 
is he considers an infraction of law has 
resulted in damage. If the action meets a 75% 
requirement, then there is no adjustment. 
 

Val Cran – Head Director 

 
 

New Members 
 

A very warm welcome to the following new 
members: 

Doreen Spencer 

John Spencer 

Denis Ward 
 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  
Opportunities are usually disguised as hard 
work so most people don’t recognise them. 

Ann Landers 

 

Masterpoint Movements 
 

NEW rankings for Arana home club members for 
the period to 30 November 2005: 

Graduate Master 
Peter Feehely 
Pam Ryan 

Local Master 
Beverley Clair 
Janet McPherson 

*Local Master 
Josephine McKitrick 

**Local Master 
Carmel Steer 

Regional Master 
Neville Bennion 

*State Master 
Joan Mills 

  Robert Matthew (MP Secretary) 

“LET’S GO CRUISING”  

HAVE THE CHANCE TO WIN 
AN OVERSEAS HOLIDAY 

 

Closing date 30th April 2006 
 

And Treat Yourself To A Carpet 
Clean At The Same Time 

 

Regular Special from $65.00Regular Special from $65.00Regular Special from $65.00Regular Special from $65.00    
    

Includes 
 

•  Three Average Bedrooms 
•  Shampooed & Deodorised 

•  Environmentally Friendly Products 
 

Lounge suites, Rugs and Vertical Blinds 
can also be cleaned. 

 

Call James on 1800 1 JAMES1800 1 JAMES1800 1 JAMES1800 1 JAMES 

or Contact Craig on 0417 008 0417 008 0417 008 0417 008 

213213213213    
 

(Three Holiday Destinations are on offer - 
Alaska, The Nile Egypt 

and the Atlantic London to New York) 
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LIBRARY LINES  
Librarians Jan Rae & Kath Rooney 

  
Jan and Kath would like to thank those 
members who contributed to “Booklook” in 
2005 and those who have offered to contribute 
in 2006.  
 
An audit of the library is currently being 
carried out so please ensure that all overdue 
books and videos are returned to the Library as 
soon as possible.  
 
A big thank you to Bob Scott who has donated 
some books and also Darlene Smith who 
donated a CD entitled “Eddie Kantars Bridge”. 

 
Jan and Kath wish you all a very Happy 

and Healthy 2006. 
 

 
 

 
 
Bridge Lessons for Beginners 
 
Arana Bridge Club is to conduct two 
beginners’ classes consisting of eight (8) 
lessons over an eight week period: 
 
Date: Thursday, 9th February 2006 
 
Time: 9:30am – 12:00pm 
 7:30pm – 10:00pm 
 
Cost: $60.00 (incl GST) for eight 

lessons and includes 
teacher’s notes. 

 
Enquiries and Geoff Gulley  3851 3687 
Registration: Tony Agar  3851 1362 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our guest book reviewer this 
 edition is Peter Van Eden 

 
“Instant Guide to Standard Bridge”  
by Kelsey & Klinger 
 
Splinters is a word I have often heard. Whilst I 
tried to find out what it meant I came across a 
small book called “Instant Guide to Standard 
Bridge” by Kelso & Klinger. 
 
The book has lots of information on BIDS, 
RESPONSES, LEADS and PLAYS. 
 
For a casual player like myself this is a very 
useful manual. There are two chapters in the 
book that I found particularly fascinating. 
 
The first deals with “Probabilities”.  
 
As an example – if your opponents hold 4 
cards in your suit –  
  
Then the ODDS for a break of 2-2 = 40% 

for a break of 3-1 = 50%  

for a break of 4-0 = 10% 
 
This strange statistic has made me change my 
card play accordingly. 
 
The other chapter is called “Safety Plays”. 
 
It shows you how to give up a trick in order to 
reduce the chance of losing two tricks. 
 
By the way “splinter bids” does get a small 
mention as well. 
 

Peter Van Eden 
 

PS. Playing “no trumps” has been very 
difficult lately, maybe due to all the 
information available in the library in 
particular on how to defend against No Trump 
contracts. 
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Important Dates 
 

January 

Dec 28 –  

Jan 1  
 Brisbane Festival of Bridge 

Sun 8  Gold Coast Swiss Teams 

Sun 15  QCBC Swiss Pairs 

Mon 16  Arana - PM Red points 

Wed 18  18-30 ABF Summer Festival (Canberra) 

Sun 22  Ipswich Swiss Pairs 

Thu 26  Townsville Australia Day Teams 

Fri 27  27-29 Townsville Australia Day Pairs 

Sun 29  Northern Suburbs Teams 

February 

Sun 5  Toowong Swiss Pairs 

Mon 6  QBA Selection Trials Information Night 

Sat 11  11-12 QBA Senior Teams (Sunshine Coast) 

Sun 12  Warwick Swiss pairs 

   QCBC Novice Pairs  (<100 MPs) 

   Cairns Novice Pairs (<100 MPs) 

Sat 18  18-25 Gold Coast Congress 

Tue 28  Arana Annual General Meeting 

 
 

 
 
 

For March - April 2006 Issue 
20 February 2006 

Barbara Holmes – Editor   
Ph:  3300 6654 
Fax: 3300 9819 

Email:  wazbarbholmes@bigfoot.com.au 
 

 

The Queensland Government provided 
$263,900 to the Arana Bridge Club for the 
development of the Ferny Grove Sports and 
Recreation Centre to get more Queenslanders 
active through sport and recreation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


